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KZLLY FRAASCH
Commissioner, Yara 5
Mt Lobanon Muricipality
710 Washington Road
Pittshurgh, PA 15228

US Znvircarental Proteciion Agency
Attention: Gira McCarthy

Mail Code: 1101A

1200 Pennsyvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20460

Way 14, 2014
Dear Ms McCarthy,

Thank you very much for your service to our country aid your leacership of the EPA. You have an
exceilent reditation as an advocate for common-sense straiegies to protect public health and tne
environment along vith leading the ZPA,

viant i¢ share with you & grave concern | ersonaliy have es a resigant in my community but glso as &
citizen in his country. | believe it spezks to the heart of your mission and role with the EPA.

am a Commizsioner in 2 smail suburp of Pittsburgh just 6 sguare miles with 33,000 people. As you know
Pittshurgh area residents, comniunity leadars and elected officials have taken great oride in the efloris
made to combat tne history of pollution in cur waterweys and air. We understand we have a long way
ge, but have come a very long way in recent decades. Nothing is quick or easy when it comes to making
widespread systemic changes.

In 2012. as a recently electea Commissioner, | began learning about the desire for some residents o add
artificial turf for our community, My initial concerns apout artificial turf stemmed from basic common
knowledge about t2 high risk of infections and the bums from rubbing on the plastic blades. | was alsc
aware that athetes tend to prefer grass over tur to orevent tos, foot, ankle and knee injuries.

However given mu'tiple items of information from en advocate of turf. | began reading several studies that
left far more uestions than answers. Tne inconsistencies bothered me. | understend it’s a very complex
issue but feel stongly further review is necessary wiich 'eads me fo you.

Turf providers bozst that they are growing and growng with mare and mare fie ds be.ng placaa throughout
the couiry. The growth in the industry is cccurring because advocates of turf are oushing harder and
harder on e'ectea officials to invest in artificial ‘ieids tyoically with tax dollars,



“urt agvocates are pushirg o see children as young as three on these turf surfaces piaying to! soccer and
“hal. As a mother. | know that you urderstand a young chid's attraction to seeing tiny pellets of tire
crumbs. They are goirg to want 1 eat the pelets, not ignore them.

Again, turf advocates are pushing for these fie ds with ittje mforiration about potential ong-lerm effects are
or the youngest o~ res® vulnerab e citzens ard our environment because ' hasn't been fully stugiec.

In what country with all the freedom ang spirit we have {0 engage. educate end Jay and provice the best
.ves for ourselves woug anyone {ind  remotely -easonable o have artificial fielas olaced in our parks and
green spaces througnout the country and not give pause to the overal potential of nealth and environment
conceins that are being ratsed by TGP healt1 experts in the worlg?

Our country spends miliions, if no! billions, on various health causes each and every year -om autism to
cancer, Jut wiy are we not nvest ng funds to research a product that fays on tne sur‘ace of our former
natura. grass fields with these chemicals being exposed to chiidren, infants pregnant women, the aging,
the disabled, and the general oublic?

With all the resources our country has we should invest time and energy into firding out exactly who might
be vulnerabie. what cou'd occur s 10rt-iong term for all users? But what is mos* important, if what we axoect
s true that anificial turf is toxic and harmiul to people we begin a mass affort ‘0 educate *he public and
devalop salutions io the notentiai problem,

trave enclosed 2 copy of the EHKI's document, Synthetic Turf Exposures To Ground-Up Rubber Tires-
Athletic Fields, Playgrounds, Gardening Mulch (srww.ehhi, org/reports/turf) and want to re‘erence one
Jece, or: the summary that speaks to the heart of my letfer,

"There have been some studies done on the health effects from exposuros
to the rubber crumb material, but many of these studies present only
vartizl assessments of the human heaith risk potentizi. In addition,
many studlies have major data gaps with respect to the chemicais
released, as well zs the actual levels of exposures in bumans andé the
envizonment . .

From the available information, it was found that tire crumbs contained
volatile organie hydrocarbons (VoCs) with carcinogenic potential, which
could be extracted from the crumbs in the laboratory. Eealth raperts
irom workers in the rubber fabrication industry and in the rubber
reclamation industry describe the Presence of mslitiple volatile organic
hydrocarbons, semivolatile bydrocarbons, and other toxic elements in
the air. Studies at “jire reclamation sites zeport the leaching of
similar sets of chemicals into the ground water. Occupational studies
document a spectrum of health aeffects, ranging f£rom severe skin, eye,
and respizatory irritation to three forms of cancer.1l

The relationship between exposures affecting the rubber workers and
those experienced by people uging za2thietic fields, or children in
playgrounds coverad with ground-up rubber tire material is no: know=z,
but we do know that many of the same chemicals that rubber workars arc
exvssad to are beirg released from the ground-up rubber “ira crumbs."

Why aren't we studying these gaps? Isii a matter of veices as<ing for neip? Having a leader in your role
§7ara Lp ang aderess the issue? s it funding? is 't maybe that a maority of tr's courtry 's uneducatea



about the tops and just simply doesr't know better (which | wouid have been in that ca‘egory 2 year ago) or
is it a huge corocrate machine that nolds back answering the cuestions? | am fuiy aware the questions

mey not ~ave answers.

Aga'n, | am asking you as a motner and elected official of a ‘ownship t p'ease work in “ilirg In the

aans. Helo aring resources througheut this coun'ry log

ether 2r¢ find ans'w.s Thisisp't apoutust 2 fed

this s about future generations and the exposures that artificial fiolds can affect this country's heatr ano

anvironment,

Please foilow through or the ilems outlinea in tne article datea December 20”3, More Studies eeded on
Artificial Turf Fields, EPA says &nd help advance efforts to see studies are dorie on wemen, children,
c'sanled, eidery as well as al athletes so everyone knows and understands ary risks that 'nlgm be
associatec with use or even close proximity of an artificially tur' fie'd.

Please have tap research experts study the other issues that impact turf which include “ame retardants t’nat
ae row used or the fields, dangers of plastics i heat and all environmiente! impacts associated with tu

Ever though | haver't shared much of my concemns affecting the environment | am equally concerned
about the water runoff, impact on {e overal global climate and the potertial of negative conseauerices on

the wild.ife i our waterways.

I never imagired | wouid feel so compeiled tc write you. However | have found tnroughiout my life that
oeople before me stood ¢p when they didn't se2 something right and made my life and the iife of my
children bettar, | needed to do all that { could fo communicate my concerns about this issue and stand up
arnd say someiing. | certainly write in the spirit of waniing {o nelp 'n any way | san to see fiis issug
gddressed natonaliy end hope thal you will consider this issue as & (op prictily.

would aiso like to know your thoughts and feedback on the overell cencernis I've outlined in this letter.  As
a community that hasn't stripped our natural grass for $1+ million in artificia tur it would be imperative ©

know any opinio
Sincerely yours,
K&”y ?\) 7” saant

<eily R. Fraasch
Commissione, Weard 8

o Jacguel ne Mosoy, Gifice of the Chilzren's Heaih: Froteciivn

F_F’I- Nancy Storer, Office of Waiar, EPA
Shewn Gavin, Region 2, EPA
Jm dones Office of Chernizal Salety & Peliution Preverlier ZPA
Lot se ‘Wiz, Chemical Safely & Polluiiur Prevenicr, F=A

anet i/ cCabe Office of Air and Radiation, EPA
Elizacet Shaw, 0¥ e 0" A end Radiation EPA
Renee Wyan, Ofice of Envionmentet In‘ermatior. £PA

James Woeilord, Office of Snviranmental Infoimaticn. =24

ek Kadell, Cfice of Resgarth D=veIcprnen EPA
Thomas Friedas, Ofice of the Dirglor, CRC
Leant:s Liourd, O%ice of Mincrity Heaith, S0C

rnformaticn you can provide. Thank you very much for your time.

Chesley R ohaigs, Office or Public Healtn SDC

Jobart Acler, US Consumer Product Safety Cemrmission
Narsy O Alierman, ZHEL e

*ichelle Naccarati-Chapkis, Women o7 2 Heallhy Environment
Te Hoffman. Clean Water Action

Poter Wrey, Serra Gl Alleghery Group

Marha Jimes, eHP )

Sue Means, Allezheny Counly Caunsil



